
                                                                                                        38777 Six Mile Road Suite 208 | Livonia, MI 48152 |  734.542.8001
                                                                                                           115 West Allegan Suite 480 | Lansing, MI 48933 | 517.485.9444      

P.O. Box 1612 | Holland, MI| 49422| 616.294.8359| crcmich.org

September 2026  |  Special Report 425-16

Michigan Constitutional Issues
Sixteenth in a series of papers about state constitutional issues

At the November 3, 2026, general election, Proposal 2026-01 will ask voters whether a constitutional con-
vention should be convened for the purpose of a general revision of the 1963 Michigan Constitution. Arti-
cle XII, Section 3 provides that in 1978 and every 16 years thereafter the question of a general revision of 
the constitution shall be submitted to voters. If the question is approved, the convention would convene 
in Lansing on October 5, 2027. If rejected, it will automatically appear on the ballot again in 2042.

Proposal 2026-01 will ask voters:
Shall a convention of elected delegates be called for the purpose of a general revision of the Michi-
gan Constitution, any such revision to be submitted to the voters for ratification?

The Citizens Research Council is publishing a series of papers to provide information which voters may 
use to decide whether the convening of a constitutional convention is in the best interest of Michigan 
at this time. The Citizens Research Council takes no position on the question of calling a constitution-
al convention. It is hoped that examination of the matters identified in the papers in this series will 
promote discussion of vital constitutional issues and assist citizens in deliberations on the question of 
calling a constitutional convention.

Proposal 2026-01 - Constitutional Revision
At the November 3, 2026, general election, Proposal 2026-01 (Proposal 1) will 
ask Michigan voters whether to call a constitutional convention to revise the 
1963 Michigan Constitution. That convention would be charged with drafting 
a general revision of the state constitution to be submitted to the voters at a 
later date. The question is automatically placed on the ballot by a provision 
of the current constitution that requires the question to be asked every 16 
years. Previous questions were defeated in 1978, 1994, and 2010.

The Vote and Process

If Rejected

If Proposal 1 is rejected, Michigan’s state and local governments will contin-
ue operating under the 1963 Constitution and this question will be slated to 
automatically appear on the general election ballot in 2042. 

Special Elections

If voters opt to call a convention, delegates would be selected on a partisan 
ballot. Two elections would be held to choose delegates to a 2027 conven-
tion: a special primary election would be held in February 2027 and a special 
general election would be held in May 2027. In total, voters would elect 148 
convention delegates: one for each district of the Michigan House of Repre-
sentatives (110 delegates) and one for each district of the Michigan Senate 
(38 delegates).

https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42501-general-revision-michigan-constitution.pdf
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Maecenas ultrices mi velit, sit amet malesuada elit venenatis et. 

Sed condimentum sodales justo, a molestie tortor mattis ut. Cras ornare rutrum lorem, a auctor sem hendrerit ac. 

Quisque auctor eros eu dui pretium condimentum in in leo. Phasellus interdum tellus in elementum maximus. Quisque 

ut condimentum nulla. Nunc lorem ligula, vehicula id pretium ut, gravida sit amet nunc.

Nam gravida turpis a nulla vehicula fringilla. Nam a luctus augue, nec ultrices est. Proin a feugiat massa, id vulputate 

metus. Mauris id lacinia elit, et lobortis sem. Sed quis diam pulvinar, egestas urna at, mattis odio. Phasellus bibendum 

nulla vitae maximus imperdiet. Vestibulum ac quam volutpat, commodo enim id, molestie tortor. Morbi dapibus dapibus 

ornare. Pellentesque quis massa tellus. In interdum in lacus nec fermentum. Nullam ullamcorper euismod justo at 

dictum. Phasellus aliquet ultrices dolor, vel tempor diam convallis quis. Vestibulum hendrerit dignissim enim nec 

dapibus. Integer volutpat congue tincidunt. Vestibulum sed nunc leo.

Morbi sed sapien vitae urna pretium dignissim eu at sapien. Aliquam eu nisl volutpat, commodo mauris sed, pharetra 

ante. Nulla lobortis lectus ac sem imperdiet, at fringilla ante commodo. Aliquam sed ullamcorper nisl. Nullam sollicitudin 

dolor purus, nec cursus mauris mattis quis. Pellentesque consectetur tellus vel nisi elementum volutpat. Suspendisse 

sed dolor sit amet libero tincidunt congue. In egestas libero neque, vel cursus dui blandit vel.

Quisque sit amet venenatis eros. Nulla vulputate pulvinar mauris. Vestibulum pulvinar erat varius sem vestibulum, at 

tristique nisl dapibus. Morbi hendrerit nisi malesuada, feugiat justo vitae, sagittis orci. Nam quis laoreet quam, a 

faucibus risus. Morbi egestas molestie odio quis elementum. Suspendisse iaculis nisi id risus vehicula convallis. Donec 

tincidunt congue fringilla.

Aliquam erat volutpat. Sed imperdiet augue sit amet eros rhoncus egestas. Mauris mauris nunc, scelerisque eu dapibus 

nec, hendrerit a dolor. Duis vel nisl porttitor, dictum nulla id, molestie lacus. Nulla vehicula placerat justo, vel semper 

metus luctus sed. Cras blandit ultrices ipsum sed facilisis. Maecenas varius eros orci, sed mollis arcu finibus eu. Nullam 

ut quam ut lorem rutrum cursus non sed massa. Nunc sed sollicitudin orci. Integer libero tellus, iaculis in orci ut, ornare 

vehicula ante.

Quisque sit amet venenatis eros. Nulla vulputate pulvinar mauris. Vestibulum pulvinar erat varius sem vestibulum, at 

tristique nisl dapibus. Morbi hendrerit nisi malesuada, feugiat justo vitae, sagittis orci. Nam quis laoreet quam, a 

faucibus risus. Morbi egestas molestie odio quis elementum. Suspendisse iaculis nisi id risus vehicula convallis. Donec 

tincidunt congue fringilla.

Maecenas varius eros orci, sed mollis arcu finibus eu. Nullam ut quam ut lorem rutrum cursus non sed massa. Nunc sed 

sollicitudin orci. Integer libero tellus, iaculis in orci ut, ornare vehicula ante.
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Delegates Convene

The 1963 Constitution provides that a convention would convene in Lansing 
on October 6, 2027. The delegates would select convention leadership from 
among their members, including a president, vice president(s), and committee 
chairs. They would hire administrative personnel and establish convention 
rules or bylaws. The Constitution does not stipulate a time limit or deadline by 
which a new constitution should be drafted. The costs of holding a conven-
tion, as well as the costs to run two elections to choose its delegates, would 
be borne by state taxpayers and require an appropriation from the state 
legislature. 

Constitutional History

Michigan’s current constitution was narrowly adopted by the voters in 1963. 
Since then, 98 proposed amendments have been initiated by the legislature 
and voter-circulated petitions. The voters have adopted 44 amendments, 
most frequently amending Article IX (Finance and Taxation) and Article IV 
(Legislative Branch). Article I (Declaration of Rights), Article V (Executive 
Branch), Article II (Elections), and Article VIII (Education) have been amend-
ed less frequently. Some articles, such as Article VII (Local Government), 
have never had an amendment proposed, let alone adopted.

Approval Vote

After a convention does its work and a proposed new constitution is drafted, it 
must be submitted to the voters who will decide whether to adopt a new consti-
tution or keep using the current, 1963 Constitution. 

Constitutional Issues
Why might voters decide a new constitution is desirable? Why might they de-
cide that the current constitution is satisfactory?

From February to September of this year, the Citizens Research Council of 
Michigan reviewed the provisions in each article in the current constitution. 
This 15-part analysis found sections and articles that have withstood the test 
of time and seem to be working as intended. Across several current articles, 
the Research Council found provisions that have come under scrutiny over the 
years and likely would be the subject of debate and reform efforts at a con-
vention. The Research Council also identified provisions that are obsolete and 
violate provisions of the U.S. Constitution that should be amended or struck 
from the state’s constitution.

http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42502-a-brief-michigan-constitutional-history.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42503-amending-michigan-constitution-trends-and-issues.pdf
https://crcmich.org/publications/2026con-con-2
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Memo Title

Highly Charged Provisions

The Constitution contains a number of provisions that sharply divide certain 
segments of the state’s population. Depending on where one stands on these 
issues, Proposal 1 may be seen as a threat to, or an opportunity to, alter ex-
isting governmental powers, limitations and public policies. These provisions 
include: several sections of the Declaration of Rights, including women’s re-
productive rights, a ban on same sex marriage, a prohibition on certain affir-
mative action programs, authorization for stem cell research, and death penalty 
restrictions; voting rights embedded into the Elections article; creation of term 
limits in the Legislative Branch and Executive Branch articles; a requirement for 
the election of judges in the Judicial Branch article; provisions for local govern-
ment home rule; a grant of autonomy to the state universities in the Education 
article; provisions in the article on Finance and Taxation that secure tax and 
revenue limitations, dedicate tax revenues to specific purposes, and prevent 
public dollars from funding private school education; the Property article that 
creates a restriction on the use of eminent domain for economic development 
purposes; and the Amendment and Revision article that provides for the pro-
cess of amending the constitution.

Policy Issues

A constitutional convention may be seen as an opportunity to reexamine 
current state policies on a number of basic issues fundamental to the opera-
tion of state and local governments. A convention may wish to revisit: the 
direct democracy provisions related to recall, referendum, and voter initiation 
of legislation and constitutional amendments; the bicameral legislature and 
the size of each house; the powers of the governor to reorganize state depart-
ments; the selection of members of the Michigan Supreme Court and funding 
of the judicial system; the types and powers of local governments; public 
education as a right that should receive preeminence in funding; the power 
to tax and the limitations that should be placed on those powers; expand-
ed ethics and conflict of interest for state legislators and executive branch 
officials the process for setting compensation of state elected officials; and 
control of the state’s civil service system.

Inoperative and Obsolete Provisions

Finally, the Michigan Constitution includes lower profile provisions that could 
be addressed to bring the document into alignment with current practices. 
States have considerable discretion in drafting the fundamental laws that gov-
ern their operations and that afford rights to their citizens. While delegates to 
a constitutional convention would be free to propose entirely new provisions 
and/or eliminate existing provisions, it should be noted that state consti-
tutions are bound by the parameters of the U.S. Constitution and may not 
violate the provisions contained in that document. 

State constitutional provisions that are obsolete because they violate the pro-
visions of the federal constitution make the language of a state constitution 

http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42504-article-1-declaration-of-rights.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42505-article-2-elections.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42507-article-4-legislative-branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42508-article-5-executive%20branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42509-article-6-judicial%20branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42510-article-7-local-government.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42510-article-7-local-government.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42511-article-8-education.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42512-article-9-finance-and-taxation.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42513-article-10-property.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42515-article-12-amendment-and-revision.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42505-article-2-elections.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42515-article-12-amendment-and-revision.pdf
http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42507-article-4-legislative-branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42508-article-5-executive%20branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42509-article-6-judicial%20branch.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42510-article-7-local-government.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42511-article-8-education.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42511-article-8-education.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42512-article-9-finance-and-taxation.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42512-article-9-finance-and-taxation.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42514-article-11-public-officers-and-employment.pdf
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confusing and misleading. These provisions should be removed or revised to 
reflect the current status of law. For example, Article II (Elections) contains 
two original sections related to the voting age and requirements for property 
ownership to participate in certain elections that are obsolete. It also contains 
a section that provides term limits for the state’s officials elected to federal 
offices that the U.S. Supreme Court has determined to be unconstitutional. 
Article VII (Local Government) creates county boards of supervisors consist-
ing of one member from each organized township and representation from 
cities. Because those governments tend to have unequal populations, this 
provision violates the federal one-person-one-vote requirements. If nothing 
else, a constitutional convention would aim to clean up provisions such as 
these.

A Fact Tank Cannot Run on Fumes
Do you find this report useful and want to support analysis that will lead to better policy decisions and 
better government in Michigan?  Your support of Citizens Research Council of Michigan will help us to 
continue providing policy makers and citizens the trusted, unbiased, high-quality public policy research 
Michigan needs.

You can learn more about the organization at www.crcmich.org/about.  If you found the contents of this 
report useful and wish to help fill the fact tank so we can carry on our mission, please visit www.crcmich.
org/donate or fill out the form below and send it to:

Citizens Research Council of Michigan
38777 Six Mile Road, Suite 208

Livonia, MI  48152-3974

http://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42505-article-2-elections.pdf
https://crcmich.org/PUBLICAT/2020s/2026/rpt42510-article-7-local-government.pdf

